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Well Deserved Thanks!

Website: www.launceston.tasfhs.org "
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/TFHSLaunceston
Email: secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org

There were a few surprised recipients’ faces when President John Dent presented
Certificates of Appreciation to Sandra and Russell Duck, and Branch Awards to
Lucille Gee and Fran Keegan at the end of our recent Annual General Meeting.

Sandra has previously received Society awards, but, since 2012, she and Russell
have been the driving force behind the index card project. Together, they’ve done an
incredible job — not just coordinating the work, but rolling up their sleeves and getting
it done. The result is a database of more than 41,000 index cards, now available and
fully searchable in our library. While others have assisted with data entry along the
way (and that help has been greatly appreciated), it's Sandra and Russell’s dedication
and persistence that have brought this project to such a successful finish. A huge
thank you to both of them.

Lucille has been an active and willing contributor to Launceston Branch activities
since joining in 2005. Over the years she’s taken on a wide range of roles, including
committee member, then Vice-President, for 12 years, delegate to the TFHS
Executive, library assistant, rostering officer and scrapbook project organiser.

Fran has also been closely involved over the past 10 years, serving as a committee
member, then Secretary, Membership Registrar, Newsletter Editor for six years,
library assistant, researcher, TFHS Executive delegate and assisting with library
admin.

Launceston Branch is very grateful for the time, effort and commitment Sandra,
Russell, Lucille and Fran have glven over many years — thank you all.

(L to R) Lucille Gee, Sandra Duck, Fran Keegan & Russell Duck
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@ Library Jottings

v" Workshops: This year we decided to focus our seminar/ workshop topics on getting the
most out of free online resources, particularly those specific to our Tasmanian ancestors. At
our first Resources Workshop for the year, held on 19 March, Mary, Robyn and John
focused on the Tasmanian Names Index, Trove and the Members Only section on the TFHS
website, providing tips on getting best use from them.

The new venue, in Room 1, 2" floor of the Launceston Library in Civic Square, worked out
well. We will be using this venue for the remainder of the year after which, hopefully, our
new home in Frederck Street will be ready.

The next workshop on 14 May will be on property — where our ancestors might have lived in
Tasmania — details are on page 4. In August (for Family History month) we plan to have a
session on organising family records and in October a session on death, burials and wills.
Keep an eye open for the details in later months.

v Volunteers: We are always looking for new volunteers to help out at our City Park Stables
library. With the move to Frederick St on the horizon, we need to continue with the de-
cluttering, there are always projects on the go (transcribing etc) and we will need more
library assistants in the new premises. So, if you can help, contact us via email, phone or
drop in any Tuesday between 10am and 3pm to chat.

The 45" AGM of the TFHS Launceston Branch was held on 15 April 2026 at the Elderly
Citizens Club Hall, Landale Street with 20 members and friends attending.

Annual reports from the President, Treasurer, Sales Officer and Research Officer were
presented.

The following office bearers and committee members for the 2026/27 year were elected:

President: John Dent OAM
Vice-President: Helen Stuart
Secretary: Fran Keegan
Treasurer: Barrie Robinson
Committee Members: Robyn Gibson, John Reimers, Sophie Appleby, Marilyn Barnewall,
and Mary Landers.

President John Dent extended his thanks to the committee for their efforts throuahout 2025/26.
At the end of the meeting, John presented awards (see page 1) and

guest speaker, Maureen Martin Ferris (pictured right) gave a very
interesting presentation on the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
family history research. Maureen emphasised that Al can be a very
useful tool in research if given accurate information, clear instructions
and results are verified. She demonstrated how she has used it in her
own research and provided instruction, tips and hints to get started. 7

For a guide on using Al for research check out Maureen’s website
https://maureenmartinferris.com.au/ai.html
An enjoyable afternoon tea completed the afternoon.

I wish I had realised that family history is aperishable commodity.
It disappears with time as memories fade and loved ones pass on:
I wish I had known the most important aspect of family history s preserving a record of the
present for the fulure:
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DNA Discussion Circle

The DNA Discussion Circle met in February with a capacity attendance — it’s clearly become a very
popular topic. Mary Landers led the session, focusing on how to assess DNA matches using automated
clustering in Ancestry’s Pro Tools. The feedback was really positive, with participants finding it both
informative and helpful for making sense of their own DNA matching.

The next meeting will be in August or September — date to be finalised, but regular members will be
notified. This is a members-only special interest group and new members are welcome.

If you are interested, are a member, and would like to join the group please contact us Ph. 0490 826
863 or email secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org

On the Restricted Access Shelf

In Search of the “Forlorn Hope” A Comprehensive Guide to Locating British Regiments
and Their Records (1640 —- WW1) Vol 1 & 2

by John M. Kitzmiller I

This book (two volumes) is a guide for people who are
having difficulty tracing their ancestors in the British
Army.

Without a regimental name and number, it is almost
impossible to access military records in The National
Archives in Kew, England.

This index contains over 250,000 regimental entries for
thousands of locations from 1640 to World War 1 within
specified time limits, compiled using a combination of
War Office records, original correspondence,
Regimental histories and works by noted military order,
that identifies battles, skirmishes, detachments, posts,
etc. around the world and the regiments stationed there.
A supplemental section assists in the use of the book.

This book is on our Restricted Access shelf because of its ranty and value — just ask a Library Assistant to locate it for you.

Did you Know... when you recycle drink containers you can donate the

refund to the Tasmanian Family History Society?
The upkeep of TFHS libraries across the State is dependent on fundraising so assigning your
payout when you return your eligible container to one of the Recycle Rewards refund points is
one way you can contribute. When you take your containers to the refund point simply scan the

barcode (right) or if you are using the Recycle _ o _
Tasmanian Family History Society

Rewards App on your phone, search under
Charities for KEEP OUR LIBRARIES OPEN || | III | |I || | | I |
scroll down and tap on Set as Payout. D2506325138

TAS

Full details on the refund scheme https://recyclerewards.com.au/

Have you renewed your membership for 2026/27?
Thank you to the many members who have already renewed their membership. If you
haven’t, there is still time and you have a few renewal options —
o online at https://www.tasfhs.org/
¢ muail your renewal form and cheque to the address on the form
e in person by cash or card at our library, 45 Tamar St, any Tuesday
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Upcoming Events of Interest

Workshop

Where Did They Live? Tracing Ancestors in Tasmania

Join our Launceston Branch researchers for a practical session exploring more of the most useful free
online resources for Tasmanian records.

Learn how to search smarter, uncover hidden features, and make the most of what’s freely available.

This session will look at assessment rolls, directories, land records and maps that assist in finding

where your ancestors lived and what property they owned.

Bring along your own laptop (fully charged), use the Library Wi-Fi and work along with our presenters —
or just listen and practice when you get home.

When: Thursday 14 May 2026, 2pm — 4pm
Where: 2" Floor, Launceston Public Library, Civic Square, Launceston

Open to Members and Non-Members — Bookings are essential

Registrations and fee of $10.00 are payable by Tuesday 12 May. Bookings can be made at our library in Tamar St; by
mail to PO Box 1290, Launceston, 7250; Email secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org or Ph. 0490 826 863. Payment by
cash, cheque or direct debit to Acc. No. 563150 BSB: 037-608. If paying by direct debit, use the reference: Property
and your surname, and email attendee names to reserve your place.

Tasmanian Family History Society
46t Conference and Annual General Meeting

When: Saturday 20 June 2026 at
Where: Rydges Hotel, 393 Argyle Street, North Hobart - free on-site car parking.
Registration: $50 per person includes morning tea, lunch and Sunday activities.
10.15 am — 2.30pm
Speakers: Val Peterson - A brief history of the hotel site
Chris Woods - Troubled lives - the Ellis Family
Ros Escott - Bringing your Convict Ancestor Back to Life: - Researching and Writing an Engaging
Story
Brad Williams - The former Queenborough Cemetery Exhumations and Re-burials
2.30 pm - 3.00 pm
Annual General Meeting

6.00 pm Dinner at The Waggon Hotel, walking distance from Rydges.

Sunday 21 June Activities
A choice of mid-morning activities:
e A group tour of the World Heritage Cascades Female Factory
e A special tour of the Orphan Schools and St Johns Park Precinct New Town
e An appointment with a researcher at the Hobart Branch Library and Research Centre, Bellerive

Full details, reaister and pav online at https://www.tasfhs.ora/AGM 2026.php

Launceston Historical Society

Monthly meetings are held from February to November, on the third Sunday of the month at 2pm in the
Meeting Room, Queen Victoria Museum, Inveresk. Meetings over the next few months are on:

Sunday, 17 May 2026 Dianne Cassidy, Launceston Girls Industrial School
Sunday, 21 June 2026 Julian Burgess, St John’s Church History
Sunday, 19 July 2026 Alistair Scott, Urchin Convicts

Bookings are not required and non-members are welcome ($5). Bring some cash for the raffle.
More information at https:/launcestonhistory.org.au/ or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/launcestonhistory
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