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Website: www.launceston.tasfhs.org 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/TFHSLaunceston  

Email: secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org   

Research/President: ltntasfh@bigpond.com 

 

Library  

Hours:  
 

Tuesday  

10am – 3pm 

Monday - Thursday: 

By appointment 

(Fees may apply) 

 

No. 83 

November 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our annual end-of-year social function in the beautiful 

gardens of historic Franklin House.  

In the case of bad weather, the function will be indoors. 

Where:    Franklin House,  

413/419 Hobart Road  

When:     Sunday 30 November 2025, 2:00 – 4:00pm 

Cost:     $25.00 per person.  

    RSVP and payment by Fri 21 November 2025. 

Bookings and prior payment essential. 

Payment can be by cash, cheque or direct debit to BSB: 037-608 Acc. No. 

563150. If paying by direct debit, please quote the reference: 

CHRISTMAS and your surname and send an email or note with the names of 

attendees to reserve your place.   

Email: secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org  Phone: 0490 826 863 Mail:  PO Box 

1290, Launceston, 7250 

 

 

TFHS Launceston Branch - Christmas High Tea! 
 

The City Park Stables Library – Christmas/New Year Closure 

Launceston Branch library will be closed for a six-week break from 3pm Tuesday 

2 December 2025, re-opening on Tuesday 20 January 2026. 

Email and phone will be monitored during the closure. 

Volunteers are needed for our pre-opening clean up – just turn up.  

When? 10am – 12pm on Monday 19 January 2026 

 

http://www.launceston.tasfhs.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TFHSLaunceston
mailto:secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org
mailto:ltntasfh@bigpond.com
mailto:secretary@launceston.tasfhs.org
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➢ Property Scrapbooks: We have a great collection of newspaper cuttings, mostly about 

properties in Launceston and the surrounding district. It has been maintained by members for 

many years, most recently by Lucille Gee and Helen Stuart. We are now creating an index on 

one of our computers to make this interesting, but underused resource, easier for library users to 

explore. Volunteers are always welcome to lend a hand with the data entry! 

 

➢ Index Card Transcription: This project is nearing the end! No-one is sure how long this project 

has been going, but project coordinator, Sandra Duck, is starting to smile. With over 37,000 

entries so far, it will hopefully be completed over the next few months. Part of the index, up to the 

letter M, is already available to search on one of our computers in the library. 

 

➢ Launceston History Centre: LHC has two projects of interest coming up  

o a community based, archaeological dig (LHC members only – membership $30) is 

planned for the proposed LHC site, 56 Frederick Street from 24 – 28 November, 2025 

o 3P project, researching properties, places and people in the Launceston CBD area – 

membership not required, just an interest in Launceston history. 

Details have been emailed previously to TFHS members. Contact John Dent for information 

jdent8@bigpond.com 

  

➢ A Warm Welcome to New Members: We are pleased to welcome Russell Witcombe, Heather 

and Donald Pears, Karen and Peter Madden, Helen and Brendan Jones and Paul Godier.  We 

hope your membership inspires and supports you on your family history journey. 

 
Library Jottings 

New on the Library Shelves 

 ❖ James and Maria Parkhurst and their Ancestors and 

Descendants in Australia – 1835 – 1957 4th Ed. Compiled by 

Ian Else 

 

❖ The McCasker Era 1777 – 1980 compiled and edited by Lyn 

Waldron 

 

❖ The Tasmanian Tideys, 1855 – 2025 The Descendants of 

Henry Tidey (1853 – 1930) and Esther Tipper (1863 – 1950) 

by Tony Dell 

 

❖ ‘Gone but not Forgotten’: Hammersley by Allan Parish 

 

Calling Former Vigoro Players! Did you play vigoro? This once-popular women’s team sport — a 

blend of tennis and cricket — was played mainly in Queensland, NSW and Tasmania. Although 

vigoro is no longer active competitively in Tasmania, Natalie Kent from Queensland has created a 

Facebook page to celebrate the sport’s Tasmanian heyday. She’s especially keen to find old photos 

from local clubs and matches. Visit the Tasmania Vigoro Memory Page on Facebook and contact 

Nat if you can share any memories or photos natta.kent@hotmail.com  

Exploring the Life and Legacy of Dr Colin Arrott Browning MD. RN (1791-1856) A descendant of Dr 

Browning recently contacted us after reading a 2012 article about him in Tasmanian Ancestry. He has 

gathered extensive family information, including original letters dating back to 1825, and has published a 

monograph in the Proceedings of the Scottish Society of Medicine. He hopes to write a full biography in 

future and would be delighted to hear from any TFHS members interested in Dr Browning’s life and work. 

Contact Malcolm Kinnear malcolmh@doctors.org.uk 

mailto:jdent8@bigpond.com
mailto:natta.kent@hotmail.com
mailto:malcolmh@doctors.org.uk
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Family History Software – What’s Out There? 
 

Two main options exist for storing your family tree information electronically: 
 

➢ Web-based builders – store your data online with providers like Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, 

Findmypast.com.au, GenesReunited.com.au, MyHeritage.com, WikiTree.com, TreeView and Geni. 

They’re easy to share and access on mobile devices, but check privacy, editing rights and 

ownership first. 

➢ Desktop programs – installed on your computer, often with more features such as charts, reports, 

maps and book creation. Popular choices include Family Tree Maker, Legacy Family Tree, 

RootsMagic, Family Historian and Brother’s Keeper for Windows, or Family Tree Maker, 

MacFamilyTree and Reunion for Mac. Many are free or offer trials, so shop around for the one that 

suits your research style. 
 

         About the Ryerson Index? 
 

The Ryerson Index is a free online resource indexing death, funeral, probate and obituary notices from 

over 499 newspapers and other sources across Australia — now totalling more than nine million records. 

Coverage spans from the Sydney Gazette of 1803 to newspapers published within the past week, and 

includes notices from funeral directors’ websites. 

 

Created by the Sydney Dead Persons Society, the Index is especially strong in NSW but continues to grow 

nationwide through the work of volunteers. While not a primary source, it’s an invaluable guide to original 

notices for family history researchers. Visit: www.ryersonindex.org 

 

 

 

TAMING YOUR DNA MATCHES 

Workshop 

 

(L to R) Andrew Cocker, John Dent, Dorothy Rodgers and Janet Kelly 

Our August workshop was well attended for 

Andrew Cocker’s presentation, How to Tame 

Your DNA Matches.  
 

Andrew began with the basics of DNA analysis 

before moving on to strategies for sorting 

matches to identify cousins. He explained the 

concept of clustering or “doing the dots”, 

grouping matches and using Ancestry 

Thrulines, demonstrating how to work with one 

group at a time to filter results into meaningful 

outcomes.  

 Andrew also introduced a recent Ancestry tool, Pro Tools, which can assist with sorting some of these 

matches. The many questions from attendees highlighted the strong interest in this topic. 

We are very grateful to Andrew for making the trip north and sharing his expertise with us. 

 

The DNA Discussion Circle is meeting again on Thursday 19 February 2026, 2pm – 4pm, at the City Park 

Stables library. Helen will be contacting regular participants but, if any members are interested in 

attending, they should book in soon via the Branch email or phone. This is a members-only special interest 

group and numbers are limited for this session because of space restrictions. 

Discussion will focus on resources available on YouTube and online to assist with analysing DNA 

matches. If you are interested, are a member, and would like to join the group please contact us Ph. 

0490 826 863 or email ltntasfh@bigpond.com  

 

https://www.ryersonindex.org/
mailto:ltntasfh@bigpond.com
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Upcoming Events of Interest 
 

 

Monthly meetings are held from February to November, on the third Sunday of the month at 2pm in the 

Meeting Room, Queen Victoria Museum, Inveresk. The last meeting for 2025 is on:  

Sunday, 16 November, 2025:  Louise Zarmati & Bradley Wood, Debunking the myth of “Wauba Debar” 
 

Bookings are not required and non-members are welcome ($5). Bring some cash for the raffle. More 

information at https://launcestonhistory.org.au/  or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/launcestonhistory 

 

Launceston Historical Society 

 

 

Join our Launceston Branch researchers for a practical session exploring some of the most useful 

free online resources for family historians. Learn how to search smarter, uncover hidden features, 

and make the most of what’s freely available. The session also includes a look at members-only 

resources and tips to help you take your research to the next level. 

Bring along your own laptop (fully charged), use the Library WiFi and work along with our 

presenters – or just listen and practice when you get home. 

 

When: Thursday 19 March 2026, 2pm – 4pm 

Where: 2nd Floor, Launceston Public Library, Civic Square, Launceston 

 

Open to Members and Non-Members – Bookings are essential 

Registrations and fee of $10.00 are payable by Tuesday 17 March. Bookings can be made at our 

library in Tamar St; by mail to PO Box 1290, Launceston, 7250; Email ltntasfh@bigpond.com or  

Ph. 0490 826 863. Payment by cash, cheque or direct debit to Acc. No. 563150 BSB: 037-608.  

If paying by direct debit, use the reference: Resources and your surname, and email attendee 

names to reserve your place. 

 

Thank you to our members and friends for your continued support during 2025. 

A special thank-you to our volunteers who help in so many ways throughout 

the year. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and look forward 

to seeing you at our library or one of our events in 2026.  

John Dent OAM (President) and Committee TFHS Inc., Launceston Branch 

 

George Town and District Historical Society Inc. 

14th Biennial Conference 
 

When: Sunday 9 November 2025, 9.15am to 4.15pm. Registrations from 8.45am 

Where: Performing Arts Centre, Port Dalrymple School, 147-185 Agnes St, George Town 

Cost: $45 (includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea.) 

Speakers: Colette McAlpine Ann Carey: convict, settler, mother 1772-1830 

Maureen Mann   The ‘useless’ ones: some offences from 1830s Longford Lower Court records 

Colette & Maureen  Female Convicts Research Centre website and Database 

Libby Prescott  Should I stay or should I go? Port Sorell’s Convicts – leavers and remainers 

Matthew Cunneen  Where did they go? The emigration of northern VDL’s convicts 

Doug Watkins   Mathew Kirk and Elizabeth Edwards – Port Dalrymple 1804 

Chris Woods   Orphans of Northern Van Diemens Land/Tasmania 

Jeanette Thompson  Felon or Forager: The Life of Thomas Jeffries (bushranger) 

Bookings: Contact Secretary, Lorraine Wootton Ph 63824412 or 0447 359 662 or email info@gtdhs.com  

Workshop 

Unlocking the Past: Free Resources for Family History Research 
 

 

https://launcestonhistory.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/launcestonhistory
mailto:ltntasfh@bigpond.com
mailto:info@gtdhs.com

